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Orthodox Holding 
In Matters of Religion, at this 
preſent ; Indifterence in the 
CHURCH. 


And 


Fer his own and others better confirmation or 
reRification in the points treated on, 


Humbly ſabmitted to the cenſure of the 
Church of England, 
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Gued Reader, 


» Religion, being fo great, 
* as that there 1s ſcarce any 
thing in practice ſowelleſtabliſhed, 
but 15 by ſome or other called in 
queſtion, and the diſtempers of the 
State being ſuch, as not any man 
ſcarcely knows where to make ad- 
dreſſe tor reſolution : I do here (as I 
hold it my 4uty ) makea publique 
preſentmentand fubnuſs1on of the 
jadgement,that upon calling my un- 
deritanding to an account , 1 have 
been ablero make mi theſe matters. to 
thepious cenſure of our Mother the 


Church 


Church of England, to the end that! 
from her ſincere admoniſhment;: 
both thou and I may recetve as the; 
caſe ſhall require,either approbation 
- or reQtifcation 11 our judgements :; 

which | heartily waſhing, reſt, 


Thincin all faichfull affetions, 


7.8. 
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A Proteſtants Account of his 


Orthodox holding , in matters 
of Rzit1cion. 


== Hen in al! Controverſies about matter of Religi- 
Vu 


*Y£74 on, the diftate of the Word of God is princi« 
We pally to be attended ; and the: certainty of that 
(IV) VAIN diate depends upon the affurance of the true 
LI ſenk and interpretation of the Scripture ;It is ne« 

ceſſary that in the firſt place we have confideratis 
on of theaſſurance ane may have of the true and genuine nſe 
thereof, 

For though without comtroverfie the Scripture bea Ruleof 
the higheſt , moſt abſolute, and moſt ſacred Authority that 
may be, and ſuch as whereſoever it extends to give Rule, bindey 
and regulates all humane Laws and Conſtitntions, from what au« 
thority ſoever derived, and chough in many things Cas namely, in 
the Fundamentalls of Religion ,, in matters of neceflary faith, 
and in the expr:fle Commands of God) the rruths thereof are fo 
manifeſt, and of fo aſſured receipr, as that no authoriry, no nor of 
an Angel from Heaven is to da received to the contrary , bur every 
pne mutt of his own illumination embrace and hold them; yer are 
there other truths which may ſo eafily admit diſpure, as that with- 
ont the awe of ſome aut} orized Moderator, men ot perverle affe- 
ions would inevicably ſubvert the peaceof theChurch with their 
infioice difſentions about them. Tr is trne,rhat to the grear calami« 
tiesof the Church, there is mach difſencion made about the Mo- 
rator or Interpreter of the Scripture ; but that is not ſo much 
through error of Judgement, as obſtinacy of parties, among whom 
the two moſt adverſe and dangerous partics are neither of chem ſo 
blameleſſe, bur char rhey are culpable of detraſting GA 
B guthge 
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authority of rhe Scripture , %. _ AY unwarrantable inter= 
preration of ir. ng : | 

Ic is true, that in the fi-ft place the Church of Rome is the 
great ſubveter of che Scripture, by afſuming to her ſelf rhe per 
fon of the whole Church Cath lique, and by vercue thereof, ro 
have infallibiliry of judgement in interpretation of Scripture ; 
for whil& ſhe as Judge arrogates ro her (elf infallibiliry,ſhe makes 
thar there is no more regard ro be had whar the Text is, than 
there is heed to be taken what was the Warrant that the holy 
Ghoſt had tor thoſe chings which he hath ar any time delivered ; 
for he that is infallible, pronounces of his ewn authority, and can 
no more depend or be reftrayned to any originall our of himſelf, 
than infigirenefle. can be reſtrayned:o a finite thing, or God him= 
{-1f unto a creature : wherefore- there can be no exrneall Judge 
of Scriprure, of infallible auchority, for chat of neceſſicy annulls 
the Scripture, and makes ic noother than a dead Letter, 

But in the ſecond placethey alſo deſtroy the Authority of Scri= 
p:ure, who when in word and entward profeſſion they magnifie 
ic adoveall things, do then by ſubjeting it indifferently ro the 
judgement of every one that takes-npon: him to interpret it» tram- 

leunder foot the honour that they gave unto it g tor as infallibi- 
fie of the Interpretertakes away the Scripture from the hearer, 
ſo incertainty in the Interpreter takes away the hearer from the 
Scripture : for how cat one hear , when he may either doubr the 
jadgement or fidelicy of the Interpreter? or when(as it often hap» 
pens). the Interpreters thar are anthorized one as much as angher, 
do make a diverſe,perhaps an adverſe delivery of the Scripruge?As 
in the Romiſh errour the Scriprure is made a dead letrerfo in this 
ic is made a Trumpet of incertain found, which none can with al 
ty hear andreceive,unlefſe you will fappoſe ſome hearer alſo intal- 
lible. Tofaytruth, asin the queſtion whether one God or ma- 
ny, it was trudly ſaid, Dicvte plarer dicite nwler; fo inthe Interpre- 
ter8 of Gods Werd (whereof none can be authenrique, but with 
whom the Spirit of God is warrantably to be preſumed ) If in 
equall degree and anthority we make many , we make as good as 
none atall, We muft therefore findean efpeciall Interpreter,and 
that of ſuch potiority of judgemear before all ethers, as that we 
may 


() 
may fafcly cor fide therein, and yer fo confide, as that we may noe 
derraRt ought fromthe Anthoriry of the Scripture,by afcribing in- 
fallibiliry ro rhe Interpreter. 


We aretanght negatively, That ne Propheſie of the Scripture it | a: 


of private Interpretation ; We are alſorold , Thar the Churcb is the ,, 


ground and pillar of the truth ; And we are warned not to zdtereto x Tim. 3. 


the dofrinos of particular men , be they never ſo eminent and fa- 75. 
mous in the Congregation, but te weigh their Do&rines deliver- 
ed as the Word of God, andto ſee it they have al wayes been fo 
underſtood and received by the Church ; for if we findenot antho- 
rity (of our own Church at leaſt) for them, we are then bur cau- 
tioufly ro receivthem z bur if we finde the judgement of th: 
Church Catholique againſt them, we are altogether then to reje& 
them : for when the promiſes of the boly Ghoſts afiſtance were 
made, not to fingle diſciples, nor to ſome in particular , bur inde. 


finitely ro the univerſalicy of chem : 7 ave with yow wnto the end. Mitth, 28, 


He that heareth you, beareth me, He ( the Spirit of Truth ) will 16 


_ you inte a Truth ; that is, not ſome, norcyery one of you, Luk.n2. * 


t generally the Body of you : We cannot receive Do@rines 
with any confident affurance, but from the concurrent Judgemene 
of all the Paſtors of che whole Church Univerſal), ro whom the 
promiſe of aſſiftance is properly, and in the firſt place made ; orin 
defe& thereof, from the concurrent Judgement of the Paſtors of 
our particular Church, which, asto her own Members, is to be 
receivedasthe Judgement of the whole, till the Judgemenrof che 
whole appeareth to the contrary. For as the ſpirits of the par« 
ticular Prophets in every Charch ought to be heard and received 
of all che Members thereof, untill ir appear that their particular 
—_ and Do&trines recede from the concurrene Jn4gement of 
all the Prophers of that Church ( to which they ought ro ſubmic 
their judgements) ſo onght the concurrent Judgement of all the 
Prophets of every particular Church, to be reccived of thar 
Church, unrill ic appear thar ir is contrary to the Judgement of 
the Church [Iniverſall : Bur then as the Univerſall Church muſt 
be heard betore the parricular, fo muſt the Univerſaliry of the par= 
ticular, before any particulars of that particular Church; for God 


faith Saint Paw! z 74 not the axthor of confuſion : And therefore % 1 Cor. 14. 
B 3 32, 3& 


nor 


16. 
lob. 16.13, 
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nat onely obieA3 againſt the retraRory particalars of Corindh, 
W: (char is, the Charch of Corinth) bave no ſuch Cuſtome ; But leſt 
they ſhould allcadge errour alG in that particular Church , he 
jatifi:s their praiſe, by the praRice of the [[niverſall ; Neither 
(laich he) 6ave the Churches of G14, By which ic appears, private 
men are eyed to ſabmic to ths judgemznt of rh-ir particular 
Church, and that unto the judgement ot the Univerſall, 

But it any ask whar is ch Cathalique Church, when and how 
ts her judgement co be had, 

The CatholiqueChurch ( properly focalled ) is the whole 
number of Chriſtians in all places U aiverſally profeffing Chritt 
Andthis, fiace che Apoſtles times, never was, nor can be afſembled 
into one, to give {:nrence upon any thing : Bur as in the Polirique 
Body of Civill Scates, the reall aſſembling of all the Members 
peronclly being uanecefſary, inconvenient , and almoſt impoſli- 

e; ſomepzr(ons repreſearativeof the whole , being by iatimaci 
en of the ſuperiours from all parts, delegare ro give the common 
ſuffrage of & whole, do by the Laws of God and man, give the 
binding ſentence of the whole Body Uaniverſall, So in the myfticall 
Body of the Church, the Ecelefiaſticks , which are the onely au- 
thorized Members,for diſcerning and jadging marrers that dep2nd 
upon the Werd of God becaulc that ro them, and to them alone, 
were the promilſes of the holy Ghofts aſſitance made, they (I lay ) 
either all aſſzmbling themſelves rogerher,or arleaſt in their ſeverall 
Dioccfſes, choſing and delegating from among themſelves truſty 
men, to do the office of the Clergy in that point, dotrnely and 
pr >perly give the entire Vote of the whole Catholique Church : 
And inthis way we have many ſentences anJ Decrees rhereof re- 
maining to us; which being from age to age ſucceſſively received, 
do ftandin force and ſpeak,unto this very preſent : againſt which, 
whoſoever ſhall in prattice or doArjrrs any thing to the 
prejudice of whar is ſo eſtablifhed, ſhall apparantly declare him- 
ſelf an infolent and {chiſmaricall exalrer of himfelf, and of his 
own private jadgement, againſt the judgement of the whole Ca» 
tholique Church : andin the ſame way that the Church Carho« 
lique ſpcaketh, inthe Game alſo, if need be, ſpeaketh every parti- 
cular Church, | 


This 
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This being the extraordinary way wherein the Church ſpeak- 
eth nor, bur upon extraordinary occafions ; ſhe bath a}ſo for ordi- 
nary oecafions, a continuall conſtant voyce in an ordinary way 3 
The Church, conſidered in ir' ſelf, is for» nor cannot bel: Rerben 
the whole Body of ir ; bur conſidered in the a&icns ct it, any 
part by whichit duely worketh; as to that work cnely which ir 
fo intendeth, is truely and properly enough called tt « Church : 
It we ſpeak of aman, as of his being, as that Helives, is in health, 
young» luſty , &c, we mean by the man no ]:fſerhan the whole 
man, with all his members ; but if we fpeak of the particular 
ations of the man, as that hedid hear, fee, ſpeak, rake, &c. we 
do nor then intend that every diſtin member of his body did 
aRually hear , ſee, fpeak, rake, &c. but that the man ; mr 8 
thoſeations by the proper members reſpe&ively ordained fcr 
the doing of them, and that nevertheleffe the office of each meme 
ber ſo miniſtring, was the proper a@ of the whole man ; fo that 
though the eyes of the man onely ſaw, his cars heard, his rongue 
{pake, and his hands handled , yer is the whole man faid truely to 
hear,ſce, ſpeak, and handle, 

As then in the body naturall, fo in the Body myſticall, the « Cor, 12; 
Churcb; though the Church,in her being comprehend all members, I2, 
as well Lay as Clergie, yet in her work and aQtions ſhe worketh 
not promiſcuoufly by all, but by her proper and ordained mem» 
bers; forif every one were an cyeto ſee, a head to judge, or a 
mouth to give ſentence, then were they all but one <quiporenrt 
member,and where then were tbe body?faith S, P aul:therefore Sond 1 Cor. x3, 
in the queſtion of circumciſing the believing Gentiles, the letters 19. 
of Ordinance went in the name of the Apoſiler, Elders, and Bre.. AQts 15, 
tbren ; yet plainly the Brethren had no vore in the decifion of the *3: 
queſtion , bur as the Apoſtles and Elders are onely faid to have 
come together to conſider of the matter , fo the debare and deciſion 
there, is onely theirs,and the Decrees thereupon are in the 1 6 Cha- 
pter, called onely the Decrees that were ordained of tbe Apoſtles and þ &, 16, R 
Elders , and if we will have the Brethren to have been named in 
the Apoſtles Letters, to fhew that Lay-men have authority to vore 
in warters of Religion, then muſt we alſo confeſſe that Lay-men 
afwell as the fan of Cad, _ authority to judge in matters of 

3 Dos . 
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D»&cinealG, for they chit wric che Letcers » ſay of the point of 
Do&rine, We gave ns ſuch Commendment. Therefore plainly rhe 
jadgemzar of the Apoltles and Elders, was ia thac matter , the 
judgement of the Brethren, aad of che whole Church there, by 
their unanimous ſubmiſſion and agreement unto them. And 
when alt is done, the voting of Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren to- 
gether, isa thing farre differing from the voring of Lay-men one- 
ly, and from Lay-mens choefing of the votes. 

In the ſame manner the yoyce of the ordayned Governours and 
Miniſters in every particular Charch,in choſ things that are com + 
miceed to their Care and Charge, is the voice of the Church ir ſelf; 
and the voyceof rhart particular Ciurch, not being repugnant to 


faith, nor the declared judgament of the Cathelique Church is, 


Cololl; 2. 
9, 


Match. 18. 
I7e 


( as to the Members of that Church ) rhe voice of. the whole 
Church Catholique: fo rhat hethar retuſeth ro hear the voice of 
che Governours of his particular Church, retuſeth to hear his par« 
ricular Church; and nor that Church onely,bur the whole Church 
Catholique. 

Again, as in the body th: moſt uſefull members thereof, rhe 
eyes, the ears, the tongue, the hands, the feet would nor onely be 
ufclefle, but make a confuſed deformity, if they were every one 
annexed immediately to the grofſe of the body, and not joyned by 
the mediation of ſome noble limb, the eyes, the ears, and rowgue, 
by the head ; the hands, by the arms» and the feer, by the legs : fo 
would ir bein the Church Catholique, if every particular Mem- 
ber (ſhould bold ic ſz1t immediately to depend on it , and not on 
the noble and mediating limb of his particular Church;- that ſo by 
a uſefull and decent ſubordination of rhe Members under the 
head. The Body from thonee (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks )- by joynts and 
bands baving nouriſhment and knit together, may encreaſe with the en« 
creaſe of God, 

Theſe ſame things doth our Saviour teach, when giving a Rule 
for governing ones ſelf in private offences berwixt his brother and 
him, he bids him Tell it #0 tbe Church : Our Saviour meant nor 
that npon every ſuch occaſion the Church Catholique ſhould, og 
could becoavoted, but onely that the offended ſhould complain 


tothe Governours of thg Church he lived in, the doing whereof, 
is 
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is properly to complain to the —- bole Church , yea to the whole 
Church Catholique, as appears ty our Savicurs adding, thar if 
the offender refuſed to bear the Church , he fhould be 1 an Heathen 
men ; as much asto ſay, Thar it by refuſing to hear his particular 
Church, he refuſed tobear the whole Chuch Cattolique,be ſhould 


* then be as an Heathen man , cur off tre mrhe Communicn of the 


whole Charch ;for it were no juſt ſentence to cut « ff cne from the 
whole Church, for diſcbeying the particalar, unlefle that diſo» 
bedience to the particular, were dilokeying of the whole 
Church, 

Every particular Church then hath fo farre the anthority of the 
Church Lniverſall, thar(as ro her own Members) her voyce isthe 
voyce of the Catholique Church, and'tyes them all in conſcience 
ro ſubmit their judgements ro hers, and ro yeeld ob{crvancerto all 
her O:dinances that are not againſt tre exprefſe Word cf God, 
nor judgement of the Catholique Church. And cven in her Or 
dinances that miniſter queſtion , whether they be Orthodox and 
agreetble ro the Word of Godor no, her authority is fo farre 
bindirg, as that even thoſe Ordinances arenor to be rejefted nor 
condemned upon the judgement of any of her private Members 
onely, bur cicher by her own review and cenſure, by ſome 
more genera} Nationall Afﬀembly, or (if the conſequence require 
it) by a fall and crue Generall Afembly of the Church ; whoſe 
ſentence when once it ſhall be obtained, ſhall be received, as the 
moſt ſacted, and moſt authentique jndgement that may be had in 
that matter, and neercft approaching to the judgement of the ho- 
Iy Ghoſt ; but ſhall not be received as infallible, as if prenoun« 
ced by a Jndge infallible ; for whar aſſiſtance ſoever God hathproe 
miſed to his Church, it is onely fuch as agrees with the condition 
of a Church Militant, therefore he hath neither promiled it ro 
the fingle Miniſters in every of their Preachings, neither yer ſo ro 
theCharch ir ſelf, as that in every of her Conſultations and Dee 
crecs, ſhe ſhould infallibly produce the ſentence of rhe holy Ghoſt 
{ for then were the Scripture needletſe , ſeeing the Church ſhould 
be able ro pronounce infallivly with authority , equall to the 
very Text, and the Chorch as to errour in knowledge and under- 
Randing ſhould not be Militant, bur Triumphant : bur every 

judges 


anJ auchority, -ia reſp2& of the jadgemeat of any part or Menp 

| ber chereof, as thar it mu't nor be rejeRed nor over-ruled by any 

other judz-m-:ne, than eicher her own reviſall and cenſure, Af 

ſembly of her proper Judges,am ore g-nerall Nationall Aiſ.mbly, 
or afall generall Afſembly of rhe Church. | 

To conclude then, when for avoyding confafion in the Church, 


x " * (0) : 
| judgement of every Church wal have fuch a peaticly of ercdit 
a 


lf x Cor, 14. God batb ſubjefted the _— #be (particular) Preachers, to the 
[} 33. concurrent judgement of a!l che Prexchers ; tor men , under Pre. 
| rence of preaching Gods Word , to preach their own privare 
| jadgements, in derra&ion from the authority of their Church , 


| and without ſubmitcing their opinions co the judgement of their 
[i Church ; this is ſo farre from honouring God by magnifying of 
1 his Word, as that contrarily it deſtrayes che authoricy of the 
|. Scripture, by confuſed and wrong arrogated judgement in inter 
Mp preting of it, irby ſes and ſchiſmes ſubyerrs che peace of the 
| Church, and contrary co the Admonition that God hath given in 
that behalf, makes God the author of confuſion. 

The affurance of our Orthodox profeſſion , depending upon 
1p the confaderation of theſe things, cannot bur occaſion a little tur« 
- ther examination of them. | 

Religion, « religando ex vi termini is that, which whatſvever ic 

aTim.3 2: be, oughtro binde the Profeſſor ; bur of all other Godlinefſe 
(which onely is the true Religion ) maſt nat bave that binding 

power of hers denyed ; and therefore will-worſhip, as repugnant 

ro Religion, is to bereje&ed. Te ſhall not ( faich Afoſer to rhe 

people when rhey were to enter into the Land, and bea ſetled 

Deut,12.8, Church) Ye ſha not (laith he.) do as we do this day, every one that 
| which w good in bis own eyes, Ir is impoſlible tor the Profeſſor 
which followeth his own judgement or conſcience oncly, to avoid 

diſobedience and will. worſhip ; for private judgemenr and con« 

ſcience, are neicher ſure nor conſtant obſervers of Gods Law, nor 

can a man alwayes tell whether his iudgementr, or his affe&tion 

leads his con ſience ; bur as obedience is that which our Saviour 

bimſelf learning, ſheweth that weall muſt learn; fo the power of 

Heb 5.9, God/ineſſe is to conſtrain obedienze. And if there be a queſtion 
Mala. 2,7+ What we ſhall obey , the Scriprure tells us the Prieſts lips ſhowld 


8c 
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preſerve kyowledge, and we ſhould ſeek the Law at bis month. And 
our Saviour tells bis diſciples; He that bearetb you, beereth me; and 
be that drſþ iſethyou, deſpiſerb me ; and bids that he that will not bear 
the Clurcb , be as an Heathen mam : And $* Paul tell; us, The 


Church 1 the pillar and ground of the trutb, and againlt po. {in- x Tim. 3. 


eularicies an1 indecencies in the ſervice of God ; heo 


their Churcb bad no ſwcb cuſiome, neitber the Churches of God : We 1 Cor. 


are alſo commanded ro ſubmit to all manner of Ordinance of man, x Pet.2 13 


for the Lords ſake ; And that every ſoul be ſub jelt to the bigher power , 
rhar be that reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God , and 
receiveth to himſelf damnztion, The Scripture is abundance to 
this purpoſe , and among many other places, Gen, 27, 6, is re- 
markable: When Facob (or Iſrael ) was afraid, in the apparel of 
his elder brother, to ſeek his fathers ſupreme bleſſing, leſt by ſeek- 
ing ir in a undue manner, he ſhould, inſtead of a bleſſing, ger a 
curſe ; his mother requites his obedienceto her voye ; I/rael obey- 
cd her, and by ir obtained the bleſſing, If this Allegory fo much 
concern us, as that we berthe Iſrze!, rhe younger brother that 
want and ſeek the bleſſing , our Saviour our elder brother, in 
whoſe clothing we ſeek ir, and God our farher that gives ir ; who 
isour dire&ing mother , by oheying whoſe voyce we obtain the 
bleſſing, bur ſhe thar is the wife of our father, the Church of God? 
By theſe chen, and many other Scriptures, ir appears, Thar in all 
matters of Religion, whereſoever there is a doubr, and conſe- 
ſequently ule of judgement, the indgement of th: Churchis to be 
preferred ; So Gods Word (which muſt be obſerved) direQs, fo 
cheexigence of things r:quires , the particular man cannor other- 
wiſe avoyd will. worſhip and ſingularity, nor the Church of God 
confuſion, 

When now there is ſo great offence raken at divers Ordinances 
of our Church, what is thcre in any of them ſo erroneons or core 
rupt as to diſcharge ones conſcience from the terror of theſe Pre- 
ceprs, and from the obedience that they command ? Is there any 
thing in the Ordinances of our Church againſt the exprefſe com- 
mand of God? If there be, Why do not the offended ſhewir, 
that they may juſtifie themſelves, vindicate Gods Truth, and 
ſtop the mouthes of all —_—__ ? But wen infteadof things 

EX= 


« 


Gen. 7. 6, 


x Sam, 15. 
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expreſly crofſing Gods Conynadments , they finde no exceptions 
bur whar, at the moſt , are diſputable, grounded upon interen« 
ces and colleRions, and thoſe nor —_ received, nor yer all 
approved by the judgement of any particular Church, but Jate 
imaginations of men, of a few, and-them private men, whether 
ir be meet in the (ght of God, upon ſuch grounds ro follow 
=, or indeed ones own felt, rather than God, every one may 
judge, 

And were that granted (which ind:ed cannot be proved, nor 
may be granted) that the Ordinances of our Church are ſaperſti«. 
tious, How yer will chat warrant the diſobeying of them, to a 
conſcience that is guided onely by the Word oft God ? For where 
is ſupcrſticion by the Word of God forbidden ? Or where is ic 
there deſcribed 2 Though then we grant ſuperſticion to be the 
fouleſt corruption a Chriſtian Churchcan be depraved with, and 
neereſt approaching to Idolatry, yer being a corruption diſcover« 
ed by the judgement of the Church , rather than any expreſſe 
Wordof God, Wirth what warrant can any mans conſcience, 
againſt Gods expreſſe command, diſobey the Ordinance, for fear 

ſaperſticion, when concerning it he hath received no command 
Com God? eſpecially , when diſobedience being like tbe ſnnes of 
Witchcraft and 1dolatry, hs commits a fin that is cquall co rhem, 
and onelyto avoid ſuperſtition, which is lefſe than either, Nay , 
that is not all, bur while he diſturbs his duty with falſe apprehen- 
henſions of ſuperſticion, he with his diſybedience, commits the 
ſyperſtirion which he fears ; for when ſuperſtition properly is an 
oyer-{tri& religious inſiſting upon the doingor not doing of that 
which in it ſelt 5s but indifferent ; his own ſcrupulouſnelſe. nor 
ro kneel, not ro bow, not to ſtand up, not to be uncovered , not 
to anſwer, &v, according to the uſe of rhe Church, is nor cnely 
diſobedience, but very ſaperſticion it ſelf ; placing Religion 
in that wherein. there is no Religion. to be placed z and teach-« 
ing. the.canſcience. more to fear pollution from without, by 
things excernally enigyned,than to fear.it wichio,from the haugh- 
rin-{ſ;, ſtubbornneffe, or. ſel-conceiredeelle. of the. hear, than . 
which, notbingdoth ſooner defile the ations ofa man, and make. 


his Religion vaine. 
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But, will he ſay , His conſcience cannot be farisfied, bnr that 
the Ordinance of the Church in ſome things, is ſuperſtitious, fo 
as he may not ſabmir nnco ir. We muſt anſwer, Let him wſe the 
Iiderty of his conſci. nce, bur let him withall rake heed he uſe Ir 
not for a cloke of maliciouſneſſe ; for it through weaknefſe of 
conſcience he takes offence ac rke Ordinance: of the Church, as 
ſaperſticious , which otherwiſe he knows himfelt tyed rv reve- 


- renceand obſerve, ler him, in true humiliaticn of his ſon; behave 


himſelf like one afflifted , that laments rhe breach berween the 
Church and him, ler him labor tor fatisfaftion by the help of 
thoſe whole integrity in that behalf, (hall nor by any averſenefle 
to the Ordinance, be (uſpeted : Jet him forbear rayling language 
on'Governours, and contermpruous behaviour rowards the Ord- 
nance, that ſo though he cannor be contormable, he may nor yer 
become refraftory,but may be piouſly embraced of the Charch,cill 
in the ſpirit ot meekneffe hebe ar laſt reſtored ro his ſtrength :Bur 
if he wiil not do thus,but will contend, hold his own opinion ſufe 
kcient co oppoſe againft the Judgement of che Church, addecon. 
cempr to his nun-conformiry,ſeek to poff Heothers wirh his opi- 
nions, glory in their affociarion,and to wards theGovernors of the 


Church be as one of thoſe that cortroll the Prieſt , yea, that controll of. 44. 


the whole Prieſt-hood ; that man, in prerending conſcience, lyeth 
unto the holy Ghoſt ; he is not preft wich conſclencejbur alift up 
heart, ſelf conceited, and affeRing fingularity, hath ſeduced him, 
and makes him maintain an affeQed ſcruple of his own, 
before the iudgement, yea, and the peace of the whole 
Church, 

From theſe __ we come ſomewhat more particular- 
ly to conſider that which ſome affirm, that for remedy of the 
corruptions of the Charch , any Aſſembly repreſentative of the 
whole Body of any Srare, feeing it implicitely comprehends all 
Orders, Degrees, and Conditions, that are parts of the State, have 
fall power and authoriry of doing whatſoever any order or part 
of the Stare may do z and that therefore they,as well as the Clergie, 
may, in that Stare, determine what form of Eccleſafticall 
Government , what diſcipline, what Ceremonies are hoſt fit for 
the Church, 2nd moſt agrecable ro the Word of God, 

4 C 2 Who 
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Who knows not but that o the ſame reaſon they may as well 
derermine what Do&rines are moſt agreeable ro the Word of 
God : but weſhun capriouſneſſe, and ſeek our own and every ones 
clcar ſarisfa&ion, . 

Ic is true, a Body repreſentative 6f che whole State , hath 
the power of the whole State, ro do whatloever the whole 
Body of the State, if it could be all afſembled, could do ; 
but the whole State, if ic were gathered rogether inone, and 
the whale Clergie in it, could not by their promiſcuous Vore 
derermine of any thing that God hath ſubje&ed to the judge- 
ment of the Clergie-onely, Some argue , That the whole - 
State be Chriſtians, and every true Chriftian # ſpirituall' man; 
The Spirituall man judgeth all thingr ; Andit is true; but that 
judgement is onely as to himſelf, ro diſcern and judge tor his 
own right governance, but not to binde others therewith ; 
he may exerciſe fach judgement as grace adminittreth , bur 
eannor exerciſe direRive judgement, tor thar is not to be pra- 
&iſed, bur by. eſpeciall Commiſſion of Authority, Ir was the 


Num. 16,3 $round of Corab's fearfnll finne,. that becauſe all the Congrega- 


tiow. were boly every one of them , and the Lord among them , that 
therefore Levices and Lay-men might offer Incenſe as well as 
the {Prieſts :. one wichout lawfull authoricy may not more 
meddle with decreeing the ſuppreſſion of vice, and eneourage- 
ment of vertue, in a way that belongs onely to the Jurifdi&ion 


AR.19.14 of another, then might the ſunnes of Scevz uſe the authority of 


Chrifts Name to caſting our of devills ; Therefore particular men 
muſt have expreſſe Warrant , before they can decree any thing. 
And were it granted that they , it known, might in'this life ex- 
erciſe direive judgement in Ecclefiaftique- affairs , yer being fo 
ſmall a number, in reſpe&t of worldlings, and ic being im- 
poſſible in this world to diſtinguiſh them, or to avoyd; bur that 
while they vote together with worldlings,their votes will beover- 
ruled by worldlings: tor theſe cauſcs,the being inwardly a ſpiritu- 
_ can nothing more avail him in that pointy than if- he were: 
nor io, 

And for this laſt caufe, ir nothing alſo avails, though the 
Clergie themſelves aKually vere amongſt ſeculars ; for where 


the. 


the carriage of matters cannot certainly follow rhe votes of the 
Clergie, but be ſubje& ro the vores of the Seculars , their vores 
ſo given; cannot havethe authoricy of Ecclefiaſtique votes, bur of 
Lay. And both for the peace of private conſciences, and alſo for 
- the peace of the Church, it would adviſedly be examined wherher 
the vores of Clergy-men choſen by the Seculars ( ſay by rhe Bo- 
dy rep: eſentative of a whole State) be of more authoricy tor de- 
ciding matcers of Religion in qu.ſtion, than the votes of the 
Seculars themſelves that choſe th:m be ; tor when by the exprefle 


Word of God, The ſpirits of the Prophets, are to be ſubjelt to the 1 Cor, te+ - 


Propbets, the Prophers mult eicher all of chem rogether hear and 3*: 
derermine , or all of them freely make choice ot ſach of their 
Brethren as ſhall do ir for chem, le{t it the ſecular power afſume 
the choice of che men, they, by aſſuming the choice of thoſe that 
ſhall give the Cl:rgies vore, aſſume the giving of their votre, and 
upon the matrer reject the vote and judgement of rhe Clergie : 
for the few men that & be choſen, have no authority of themſetves, 
ro judge by rhemſeIves, bur have the authority of thoſe onely-that 
made the fidaciary commicment of power to them ; and it they 
that committed the authority be Seculars, then is the judgement; 
and executing of the ſpirir,ot Seculars only. And it would turther 
be raker into conſideration , Whether, as the Biſhop of Romer 
aſurpation of the auchoriry of theuniverſall Church maniteſted 
him ro bethe great ſpirit of Antichriſt, {6 in every particular 

Church , any uſurping or undue aſſuming of the authority 
thereof, will not amount to-an inferiour exerciſe of the ſame 
ſpicit?” 

: Now whereas it: is conceived that Forms of Government 
Eccleſiaſtique are not tyedto che Judgement of the Clergie, bur. 
are arbitrary as rhe State ſhall judge expedient, ic is not denyed 
burthat Church-Government may be accommodate to the occa- 
fions of the Stare ; but then thoſe cautions are to be obſerved, 
(1) That as the Scate is Judg2 what form-of Charch-Govern- 
ment will be moſt commodious for the wel!-fare thereof ; fo the 
Clergic be Judges,whether the form delired be ſafe for the Church, 
and agreeable ro the Word of God ; otherwiſe the one may be op- 
preſſed, while the other is accommodare:Therfore weſce that upon. 
every 
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every change and remove of the Camp,not onely the taking down 
and folding up of the Tabernacle, and all things belonging to ic, 
was commirred to the Priefis, bur even rhe urmoſt a& ot carrying 
of ir., when all was diſpoſed and ordered by the Prieſts, was gi- 
ven in charge to thoſe onely rhat were Levices : And whereunto 
are belps in Government reckoned among Apoſtles, Propbers, Teach- 
ers, and other Members which Cbrift bath ſet m bus Church, if 
the Government of the Church be to be managed by thoſe rhac 
are not to be numbred among them. And it among Paſtors 
which God bath ſet in bis Churcb, he hathordained ſome to be bel»; 
mn Government, how dangerous a matter will ic be for thoſe that 

are not of their calling, ro iuſtifie them our of their authoriry , 

and in that point uſurp their Fun&ion ? Moſes hath long fince 
pur terrour in the caſe, when wich a Prophecicall ſpiric praying 
for Levi, he ſaich, Smite tborow tbe loyns of them that riſe np againſt 


 bim: And the Prophet likewiſe, where ſpeaking of the Church, 
. hefaich, No weapon that ir formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every 


tongue that crietb againſt thee in Judgement , thou ſhalt condemn. : 
Andour Saviour himſelf, where he ſaith to his Apoſtles, Wbat ye 
bind: or eartb, ſhall be bound in Heaven, 

Another Caution to be obſerved, is , That in accommodating 
Church-Government ro the fraweand occafion of the State, no= 
thing bediſcſtabliſhed or unſerled , that ſeems to have been ſerled 
by any authoriry of the Scripture. Therefore whereas we ſec 
there, the Government of the Church firſt ſerled, in the hands of 
Biſhops (har is, of Paſtors that had authority over Paſtors, To 
rebrthe with all amtkority : Not to ſuff.r themſelves to be deſpiſed © 
2 To ordain Elders : Þ To receive accuſatiom againſt them : © To 
charge ſome to preach no other Dofirine : © To ſtep the mother of nat= 
ruly deceivers ; ©To ſet in order things that are wanting, &rc.) And 
we finde not any other form of Church-Governmenrt neither in 
the Scripture, nor in the praice of the Univerſall Church, as 
well where the Pope never ruled, as wherc he did ; that there 
fore men make not ſuch an ac. ommoda-ing as by an entire re« 
j:&ing of the Ordinance ſer on foot by the Apoſil<s — 
fo appearing in the Scripture , and Univertally fo follow 
by the Church, they reie& both the Judgement of rhe Ro 
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(15 
fall Church, andalſoof the Spiric Np God revealed in the Scrip- 
fare, 

For as in the change of the Sabbarh from the Saturday ro the 
Lords Day, the Church hath clearly ſhawn char ſhe had power to 
make ſach a change ; bur chat change being once made for impor- 
rant cauſes, the like whereof hereafrer can never happen, thae 
power of hers once lawfully uſed,can never lawfully come to be 
uſed again , b<cauſe there can no more ſuch ground and cauſe ro 
Co it , come again to pafle ; $5 it is likewiſe in point of Epiſco- 
pall Government; though the whole form and frame of ic is nor 
ſo expreſſely preſcribed, bur that the Church may,in many things, 
have power of making therein accommodations to the times 
and cxigence of Stare ; yer may not thoſe afts of accommodation 
amount to ſach a height, as to ſubvert or aboliſh the Gavernaenc 
which by the indgement of her Members then infallible was ſer on 
foot, becauſe no judgement of her prcſene Members now, can 
come in any competition with her firtt : And it any State (hall fo 
accommodate ir ſelf, th? accommodartors __ — , befound 
fighters againſt che Spiric of God , manifeſted both in the Scrip- 
ture,and in the Judgement and praRice of the Llniverſall Church 
of God, 

Oae further particular depending upon theſe points, and ne- 
cefſary for every one to have his conſcience clear and well afſu- 
red, is the lawfulnef[2 of the Lirurgie of our Church, concerning 
which, theſe conſiderations preſent themf:lyes. 

The Church being freed trom the tyranny of the Heathen perſe- 
cutors, and ſerledin peace ir was neceſſary that God ( that bad. 
done ſo great things for ber ) ſhould be honored , nor onely by the 
— devotion of her fingle Members, bur alſo with the pub- 

ike ſervice of her greatelt Congregation ; And ſeeing that in the 
Church Jeruſalem ( ever fince Chriſtianicy ) becoming inha- 
bired without walls , occaſions the making of as many places of 
Worſhip, as there are places of ſeverall cohabication ; ic was nece( 
ſary, both for obFrving decency and order, for avoiding contuſi- 
on; and tor ſhewing ( by aſmuch unicy of way as might be) tte 
unanimity- and true communion of the Churches members ; that 
thoxowout all her ſeveral l Congregations (atleaſt, all of one Nh 
tion 


/ 


—. 
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tion) orie Form of Divine Service ſhould univerſally be obſer« 
ved, Hence havethe Weſtern Churches (where Religion flouriſh- 
ed moſt and longelt) received much what one Form perhaps nor 
all at once, nor alwayesthe very fame, but with ſome addition or 
change, as uſe and experience gave occaſions untill the Church of 
Rome (corrupting with her grearnefle) ſuffered not the ſervice 
of God to beexempt from her corruprions ; and growing at length 
ſo licentious in them, as even to ſubvert the Fundamentalls of 
Religion ; Ic pleaſed God in divers parts , ſo farte ro enlighren 
and ftreng:ch:n his Church, as to ex1mine the Romane alcer;rions 
by the Teſt of Gods Word, which che Churchot. England having 
more happily than others performed, reie&2d what was repugn- 
ant to Gods Word, and wiſely retaining thereſt, lefc us that \ 
Form of Divine Service, that unto this day, by the Laws of 
this Kingdoms, is adviſedly confirmed in the Church, 

In this our reſtored Licurgie , the long praiſed judgement 
of the Church (regarding one way the property of devorion, and 
another the intirmicy of man) chought ic fitting not to have pray= 
ers, preaching, and thankſgiving alone, without the publique 
xeading alſo of the very Word of God; neither thought they ic 
fir that the Confeſſions of (ins, Supplicarions and Thankſgivings 
ghar publikely were.co be made , ſhould all at once in one con» 
tinuedexerciſebe performed, leſt happily in many,devotion wants 
ing matter of preſent excicarion,ſhould wax cold, and then the in- 
tentionot the minde growing remilſe,and the choughrs wandring, 
men in ſpight of rheir hearrs ſhould with their lips oncly, perform 
anempry mock«God ſervice. 

To the end therefore that the whole ſervice of the Congrega« 
tion ſhould be truely publikcly performed witch crue communion, 
and likewiſe with true and lively fervour of ſpirit, they ordained 
fach change and ſucccſion of all duties belonging roGods ſervice, 
as might belt make thoſe ſeverall durics molt cficQtuall ro the 

rformers. 

Firſt therefore, That the Congregation obſervine one and the 
Gme demeanour thorowout all her Members , (bould upon their 
knees, with loud voyccs, and articular Confeſfions,make an ham. 
ble and publike and acknowledgement of their fins, and vile 


- 
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dicion, and beſeech God for an and forgiveneſſe; andthe Minl- 
ger, for thecomfort of thepenitent, to pronounce Gods proneſ(; 


't to forgive, and to pray for them, and with them, 
r T har after their humiliation they ſhould with Hymnes of mu- 
w tuall exhorration taken our of Scripture, ſtirre up one ano» 
e ther to proceedro praiſe, to ſinging anJ rejoycing before God. 
h Than ſome portions of the Scripture ſhould be read in courſe, 
ff of which, the Pſalms ſhould ever be part , which becauſe they | 
n concain matter fo abundantly uſefull for inſtruRion, for medirati- | 
_ on, for comfort, prayer, praiſe, and thankſgiving, they hould 
F therefore be read alternally berwixt the Miniſter and che Congre- 
Mn gation, to make them in publique more fervent in the prayers and 
X \ praiſes wherewirh the Pſalms abound, «nd to make them alſo more 
of perfe& in che Contents of them for their private ule; then as 
Gods works ( eſpecially of man Redemption ) are ſo done « that 
_ they ought to be bad in remembrance , fo on Sundayes, andother 
d dayes of eſpeciall Commemoration of them,ſach portions of Scris Pab*31-4 
yo Prure as rended maſt to the ſetring forth of Gods work on 
_ that day annually commemorated, ſhonld be read ; attheend of 
ie which, che Congregation ( as moved by the impreffions which 
gs theſe portions ought to make in every one) to render God chac 
Ne praiſe, that glory and bleſſiag which the ſenſe of his mercy in his | 
Jo work then declared , doth juſtly procure from the heart and | 
_ mouth of che thankfall hearer ; and this __ in Hymns cither | 
g, taken our of Scripture, or compoſed and allowed by che ancient | 


_ and generall approbation of the Church. | 
Aker the Leſſonsof Scripture and Hymnes ended, the Congre- | 


a= gation to ftand up, and make a publiqueconfeſſien of their faith, | 
n, and chen proftrareon their knees in prayers firred ro the divers 
ed neceſſities andinfirmicies of humane narure , ro make — 
ce, ons for all ores, degrees, andeondirions of men ;in whieh the Mi- 
che nifter ſhould not alwayes himſelf alone utter the words of pray- 


cr, bur (for te bewer enrertelamene and} incitement of devotion.) 
every Meal be © th Genoa 

their Votes and Invocations, ſhould like more «five parties fn. 
3 | 
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Them” {afcer an'eſpecial! prayer for grace and ſanRification the 
two Tables of Commandments to be read, which ſummarily con- 
raining our whole duty both roGod and man , the Congregati.. 
on conſcious of the breach of every one of them, ſhould at the 
reading of cach Commandment, cry our tor mercy tor their break- 
ingof ir, and implore grace for the betcer obſerving of it in fu- 
ture: And thard-ne, ſome choice portions of Scripture of eſpe. 
ciall comfort and inſtrution , and more eſpecially relating to 
the work of Redemption that day commemorated , taken 
our of the Epiltlcs of the Apoſtles, aad the Goſpel of che Evan- 
geliſts to be read, with which (unlefſe the Communion be admi- 
niftred, the Word preached, or an Homily read) the publique fer. 
viceof the Church to be concluded wirh certain prayers,and wich 
the Miniſters blefſiog of the people. = 

How well chis Ordinance provides for offering unto God 
the reaſon.;ble ſervice of man, we muſt leave unto the conſciences 
of every man. As for the exceptions that are made againft ir, 
they are chicfly theſe : Firſt, in general!, Tharir is popiſh ſape: ti- 
ious, Antichriſtian, (a charge which is very foul, it true )' then in 
particular, That it is in aſer Form, 

Now firſt to be popiſh, is no more than to partake of the 
Manners, Cuſtomes, or Ocdinances of che Popes, which when in 
plain rearms it-is not forbidden in the Scripture ,'we muſt 
ſeck howir it comes: to paſſe, that to partake of chem muſt be 
unlawtell, 

The Popes (bricfl; ) were the Biſhops of Rome, of which the 
formoft having both tor lite and dotrine been glorious members 
of the Church, chat Chnrch grew ſo renowned as that for judge- 
menc in marters of Religion , they had the priority of repute, 
wereto the Weltern Church theauthors of many Ordinan« 
ces in Religion, and the great ſappore thereof ; till abuſing their 
repure, and by lictle and lictle degenerating, they grew into fo un» 
ſpeakable corcuprions. as no intelligent man. may partake in thoſe 
chings wichchem, withour a conſcious committing of maviſeſt fin 
againlt the Word ut God, | Age 

Now thungh [heir corraptions are by all means to be rejeted,. 
ycr arethcy nut cheretore corrupt, or. to be rejeted becauſe thay 

mere. 
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werethe afts of Popes, but becauſe rhey wete things which the 
Popes afted contrary ro the Word of God ; fo as repugnancy to 
Gods'Word being the true and onely ground of their unlawful 
nefſe, we can reckon them no further unlawfull than char ground 
or reaſon will demonſtrate: and we may no more tor reſpe& of 
perſons (berth:y Popes or whaclocver) call good evil, or evillgeod, Th.y.z0s, 
then we may for reſpe& ot perſons break th? Commaudmenes ot 
God; Nar is ir more to be abborred as a poprſh corruption to uſe 
the Ordinances of Popes, which are nor wick:d Q,dinances in 
themſelves, than blefling che people of in the words wh-re with 
Balram bleſſed them, is ro be abhorred as a Ba/aamiſh corruption g 
for when by the names of Popiſh, Jewiſh, Hearheniſh, &c, we cone 
demne any thing, we all intend that the thing conden.ned is of 
the nature of thoſe things wherein they weie eſpecially corrupr, 
and not of the nature of their doings, which were neither good 
nor evill, and mnch leſſeof the natureof thoſe wherein they ex+ 
celled ; So as co be popilh (amply being no argument of neceflary 
faultinefſe, we mu fee whecher our Licurgio partakes of any po- 
piſh corruption or no. . 
| To come readily to the matter, when in all the whole Frame 

of our Licurgie there is no Worſhip nor Innovation, bur of the 
true Godonely ;neicher is he wor fhipped any other way , than 
: by the fole and imm-diate mediacion of our Lord and Saviour 
; ſus Chriſt, thece firſt can b2 no Idolatrous corruption in the 
- iturgie, 

Second'y, Ir cannot be Antichriſtian, becauſe that contrary 

- to the proper work of Antichriſt (which is to ts deny th@ Sen and ; 1,1, , 
4 the Fatber, and as God in the Tewple of God, #0 exalt bimfelf a> 22. 
* bove all that is called Gd) the Licurgie thorowour the who!e * Thcdldl, 
, courſe thereot, makes an exat acknowledgement» adorarion, end **+-. 
* exalration above all chings whatſoever ; and as ir acknowledg:s 


, them in profeſſion, fo there is not any thing in ir, whereby they are 
- denyed in pra&ice ; $0 as rocall ic Antichriſtian isa malicious 

flander againſt the clear truth examined by the Light and Rule of 
- Gods Word. 


_ Laſtly, It cannot be ſuperſtitions neither; for howſvever in the 
perſormance of it thera may be ſome few Ceremonies broughe a, 
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which rightly weighed , do perhaps conduce mere to worlMly ſo- 
lemaity and oftentationin Religion , than to true and 
religious decency and reverence , and therefore would be laid 
down, yet being things otherwiſe indifferent, introduced for de» 
cency onely, and not preſſed as things of any other neceffiry, they 
can (at the worſt ) be but errours of Judgement, miſtaking whax 
is decent and orderly, they cannot be ſuperſticious, ſeeing t uu 
not made matters of Religion, bur of decency and order, without 
which,norhing ought to be done. 

When then, according to true underſtanding and intention,no- 
ching is meant popifh,bur whar parrakes of the ſuperſticious corru» 
prions of the Popes, the Liturgy of the Engliſh Church muſt needs 
be acquit and diſcharged , noronely of the infamous calumny of 
being Idolatrons, Antichrifſtian, and ſaſpicicus , but even alſo 
of thar malicious aſperſton of popifh ; And then ic will follow, 
Thar the eenſures of thoſe finners againſt their own ſouls, who in 
and for theſe things dofalfly judge, cenſare » and condema their 
Mother Church , and renounce obedicnce to her, and commu- 
nion with her, becanſe, as they ſuppoſe, ſhe is popiſh, ſuperſtiti= 
ous, idolatrous, Ancichriſtian; their unjuſt cenfures (T fay) will 
prove the condemnation of themſelves, borh of uncharicableneſſe, 
of ſelf-conceit , and of inſolent exalting themſclves againſt rhe 
Church of God ar leafty if nor of Antichriſtian perſecution of ic 
alſo; and the more for this , That while they promiſe liberty and 
ſreedome from ſuperſticiom, they themſelves become ſlaves unto 
ſaperſticion, makinga matter of Religiop not to obey rhe Ordi- 
nance of their Charchin things indierent, and where the Word 
of God doth nor forbid obedience, but command ir. This briefly 
- rouching rhe generall exceprions, Popi(h, Superſticions, Idola- 
rrous, Antichriſtian, 

_ As for the particular exception, That in our Liturgy all 
prayer,praiſe, and chank(ſgiving is in a ſet Form, a device of mans, 
nor the command of God za mualing of the Miniſters ſpirit, a 
nurſe of idlencfſe, and means of negleRing the gifts and graces 
of God, &v. We mult confider, x. That there is not any ex- 
prelle Scripture againſt (ct Forms of prayer, and therefore the ute 
of it is nor againſt any exprefle command of God, an 
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2, A ate Crow the world, as well the 
Greek and Exftern ( where Popery never raigne1) as theſe our 
Weſtern Churches when once they attained a fetled Govern- 
ment, haven allages ſerved God in fer Forms of Divine Sere 
vice; yea, even the reformed Churches beyond Sea uſe fome ſer 
Forms, And for our ſer Liturgy, it any man lift to be conten« 
tious againſt ir, we can truely ſay , Iris the Cuftome of our Church, 
and alſo of the Churcber of God: , and then the depravers of it 
will prove to be deſpiſers of Authority , and advancers of their 
own private judgement againſt the {{niverſa!l Judgement of the 
Church Catholique. 

3 Under the Law there were ſet Forms of publike Confeſ: 
fions, Thankſgtvings , Bleſſings, &-:, which being no part of 
the Ceremoniall, & warrant enough for Chriſtians to uſe the 
like, 

4. The Palms of David (whichas they abound wixh all thoſe 
necefſary parts of Gods publike ſervice,conkeſſion of fins,prayers, 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving , ſo eſpecially with Prayer ) many of 
them having thut Title ( 4 Prayer ) they were not onely uſed 
publikely by both the Jewes Church and the Chriſtians, bur were 
penned to that end, and dedicated to the Prieſts that had rhe 
Office of praiſing God , and were moſt excellent in thoſe kindes 
of Muſick ro which they were ſer, and the moſt excellent paſſages 
of praiſe and prayer in them had the word Selab added to 
them , to the end that in the publike uſe of them , thoſe pa 
ſages might be icerared, and ſaid or ſung over again. Alfo 
our Saviour himſelf having given us one Form of ſet Prayer 
{ which he bids , When ye pray, Say ) and nor at all forbidden 
the uſe of ſer Forms , makes ir our of queſtion , that ro 
pray in a given Form is lawfull ( fo the Form be 
And what doubt we bur when Fobn. Baptiſt taughe his 
. Diſciples to pray, he did ic by giving them tome Form, 
which our Saviours Apdſtles liking, defircd to have the like 
from him » and our Saviour ( we ſee ) did not ſo much give 
them Preceprs and Rules, inſtrufting them how to make prayers 
of their own ( chough his Prayer hath char offree too ) but gave 
them a perſe&t prayer in an exatt conceived Form , how much 
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Gould men fear Soodutr conftence (elbndel at the nfe of Ge 
er, withour the Light of Gods Word deelaring.it ro beunlaws» 
Fall) are coniciences ns with ſaperſticion,afraid where no feay 
5s, and their conſciences nor onely darkened, bur their hearts al 
ſeduced withſelt- conceir and (ingulariry, unto perycrſe and affe&- 
ed conrention with the Church, | 

5. While they pretend to be free Miniſters from 4 ſappoſed rg= 
ſtrainc put upon their ſpirics by.the uſe of ſer Forms, they lay a 
reall reſtrainc upon the ſpirits of all Congregations ; who being 
always perfe& in the Contents andule of their ſet prayers,do with 
repared hearts and ſpirics atrend the publike and joynt preſent. 
10g of their known ſupplications ro God for thoſe mercics and gra- 
ces which the Church, by thoſe Forms,declares all men ro ſtand in 

need of, and every ones particular ſpirit atreſteth ro be neceſſa 


- forhim: Bur if al Congregations (which God forbid) ſhould be 


deprived gf the uſcot rhem, every man (al! go ro Church bound 
in the ſpirit, and know not what ſupplications he ſhall make ro 
God, rill che mouth of the Miniſter ſhall declare ic, and then the 
fingle Miniſter (whatſoever kis gifts or faculties be ) ſhall deter- 


mige of the devotion of the whole Congregation, and conclude 


them all, that they ſhall make no publike Iavocarion of God,nei« 
ther for matter nor form, ocherwile than as his ſpirit , and perhaps 
ſudden conceit, ſhall miniſter unto him. 

6. When all rhe Service of the Church ſhall and onely upon 
the ſtrength and gifrs of the Preachers, and cheyfdiffcringin gitrs 
one from another, it will inevitably fsllow , That thok of the 


belt gifts will more draw diſciples afcer them than ever, and men 


will become followers of men, when they ſhall have no other 
means of pnblike communion with God, eicker co hear him, or to 
ſpeak unto him, than onely by the gifcs of the Preacher, and {6 the 


Church ſhall,againſt Gods Word, be necefiarily drawn into Se&a- 


riſn and Diviton. 

7. Lally, If wechangeour fer Forms of Dſvine Worſhip in« 
to the various and arbitrary ſervice that is to be performed by the 
Miaifter onely, among many evills (nor now to beforeſcen thera 
is 19 be feared, rhar when men ſhall have known no other publike 
exercite of Religion, than by the Preachers arbirrary adminiſteath» 
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on, and that hebe generally beh.1q , as the onely Minifter of the 
ic,of publike ſervice and prayer, the conſciences of men thence- 

Fr ſubdued ro an awfull dependance on him, ſhall finde the Mi- 
niſters ( like the Jefaices ) through the Soveratgnty they hold in 
matters of Religion, ro exerciſe ancxrernall dominion over their 
fortunes alſo, and {er cn foot a more dangerous tyranny inReligi- 
on, than bich:rto the Church hath ever known, Andif their op- 

ficion to ſet Forms of publike Service, and co what is uſed in 
theChurch of Rome ſhall proceed fo far, asto rejeR the publike 
reading of the Scripture ( eight feverall Leffons or portions of p3,, Tv 
which are now, by Gods meccifull providence, dayly , or atleaſt in the 
every Sunday and holy-day, piblikely read in che Church) then Plalmes, 
(hall ourChurch of England, by an ill- guided meaning to oppoſe —aT = 
the Church of Rome, come ro imitate her, and rowards her chil- ,c,. ©. 
dren commic the ſame cruelty char we juſtly condemn the Church inthenew, 
of Rome for vfing towards hers ; who though ſhe ſuff-r her Lay= and ryo 
icks to hear the Word preache1 , yer ſuffers chem nor to hear in os of the 
theirown Tongue the powerfull Word of God read unto them  , > 
and we, as well as the Romaniſts , ſhall (roward thoſe that can» ſpet,, 
nor, or are careleſſe to reade) even wholly rake away the means 
which our pious Mother the Church bath ordained for their con» 
verſion, And whereas ſuch publike reading of Gods lively and 
powerfull Wordis no mean degree of Preaching, we ſhall, in an 
imporrant part, ſapprefſe the Word of God , and through dif. 
uſe of frequent hearing, breed a general! unacquaintedneſſe with 
the Preceprs and Stories of the Scriprure, which will in time hin-- 
-—D— underſtanding and applying of that which ſhall be 

cached, 
E We need not further ſeek to give particular anſwer to ev 
quarrell that is now mage againſt ſeverall parts and paffages of 
our Liturgy, Bur when kneeling ar the receit of the Sacrament 
is ſo agrecable to the religious performance of thar Duty, and 
yet is quarrelled wich , we cannot in filence paſſ: it oyer : For- 
when want of due preparation is dangerous, yet isnot performed 
wichour humiliation, contrition , abhorring ones ſelf, forgiving 
others, turning ro them in all charicable affeRions, for 
g=x, and fervent invocationof rhe Divine Majeſty for _— 
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24) ; 
how can we perform theſe ag without the lowlleſt proftrati- 
onof ſoul and body that one can folicice God withall ? Will we 
fay., Ir ſhould be done before, but nor at our receiving ? Ir is 
true it ought to be begun before, bur he thar can fo approve of 
his preparation before, as to ceaſe and ſay, I havedene enough, he 
is rather ro fear his preſumption, than to reſt in ſuch preparation, 
be perhaps makes a popiſh opw operatum, of his preparation, and 
cries peace, - before there is peace ; nor can he ſay kneeling is an 
unfic poſture to receive that grace in,which is ficteſt to belenna 
on our knees. Will we fay kneeling is Idolatry to the Bread 
and Wine? We muſt then ſhew that ic is commanded to be done- 
ro the Bread and Wine, or intended fo, or art leaſt, by Proteſtants 
abuſed fo, if noneof choſe be, bucic be commanded only as the 
proper expreſſion of che reverence and humiliation belonging 
ro - any. » then is the exception not onely wichour canſe , but 
flanderous and malicious, Will we fay, That in the Infticution 
of it, our Saviour made not the diſciples kneel ; True, but ler 
os alſo confeſſe that the diſciples had the Bride- groom with them; 
who, though he were their Lord, yer called them friends, and ad» 
mitred them to a liberty fatable, We will nor (Tam fare) Gay. 
the Sacrament is now to be celcbrared in allthings as ic was thes, 
and ne other wiſe zand if in any thing there beliberry of receding 
from what was done at firſt, whoſe judgement ſhall we cruſt what 
we muſt hold, and whar we may recede from ,.it not the __ 
ment and PraQice of the Univerſal] Church from the firſt cothi 
preſent ? And if indeed we would obſerve the firſt Inftivucion , 
Why ſpurn we at receiving ic together at the Table, for fo rhe 
the diſciples did ? And Saint Paw! calls it the partaking of the Table 
of the Lord ; and David , The preparing of « Table for wm : Trucly 
the receiving every one, or every family. apart by themſelves in 
their ſears, tuics nor withobſerving of Ne nor coming 


together roeat,nor eating into one Body, bur ſavoursof 
Gngularity and inconformablenefſe co the obſervance of a true: 


It isnor to be expe&ed we ſhould here examine all the dilſenti- 
cions in Religion that bars But ſeeing that in genergll: 


men for exerciſe of Religion, 


chey are the quarrells of parci 
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225) 
3 eirher befides, or Hh. to the eſtabliſhed Ordinances 
and ofage of our Church (in which yer they can neither charge 
the Charch, with violating the Word of God, nor ſhew by the 
judgement of the Church Catholike, that their own exerciſ: of 
Religion is that which by rhe Word of God, is only to be prog 
and praftifed ; ) Ic will not be unnecef{ary, to repreſent ro fa 
ſearch and confaderation, how mach ſome paſſages of Gods Word 
{roolitcle examined by us) are pertinent to rhe decifion of theſe 
matters. 

For, Whereas true Chriſtianity is a perfe& Catholiciſme,ant 
contrarily Ancichriſtianiſme, or fighting againft God, walks in 
fiogularicies, parrialicies, ſe&s, ſepararions, and the like, Iris 
r90 apparant, thatthe wayes wherem men now pretend, that the 
rrue exerciſe of Religion lyeth, do very mach hold the byafſe of 
SeAariſme; who ſees it nor in our extraordinary running after 
choice and affeAed Teachers ? In which, though the ſhew of god- 
linefſe ſo awes our judgements, that wediftruſt noerrour in it; 
yer does ic concery us to take heed of a deceiycablenefſe of unrigt 
reouſneſſe in it. Tolove, defire, and ſeek, the lively delivery of 
Gods Word, is good, and our duty, ando is it alſo to love, and 
honour the Preacher for che Words ſake. But there is = dan 
— preferring, and deſpiling of one, in reſp-& of 
another ; For while we aſſume the j nent, and choice of our 
Teachers, and hear, and follow them according as we like their 
Dodtrine, and no otherwiſe : Weunder the ſhew of godly long- 
irg after Gods Word, and henouring the choice Preachers of 
ic , diſcover an hidden ex2lration of our ſelves, and of onr 
own mindcs, and judgements, both above the Preachers, andthe 


On che other fide toward the Ocdinanceof the C and 
oor proper Minifters, we do not only unduely exalt onr flves, 
but addennto ir difobedience; yea, even a faulting of Gods pro- 
vidence, we make our own ford ans, tos ſhallow brooks to Heanſe 
our Leprofies, Our Siloam that are ſent ; too unclean pooles to x 
help our blindneſſe : Yea, and we refuſe the waters of Sbiloab 1 
for noother reaſon, then that, they runnc ſoftly; We chooſe our 
ſelves treams roour liking, which lice the Rivers of Dewaſcue 
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Hl |; | muſt be better waters, and of more approved depth and current; 
[| x Cor. 1.1 Eyeryonemuſtfollow his Pant, his Aboll, his Cepbery his _ 
iſ uw. _ Andazourſelvesenclinets theſe wayes, fo have we T 
| that cheriſh that inclination in us, and finde it no ſmall advantage 
to them, that by applying themſelves to the preſent aff:&arions of 
men,. they can ſo draw Diſciples afrer them, For the cffe&ing of 
which, Though the weak in faith, ought nor to be received to doubte 
full dif «tations ; yer they, making no difference berween- ſtrong: 
and weak, School and Pulpir , Governours and private Men, do. 
unto their vulgar Audicories ( who, they know have neither 
capacity to Judge, nor authority ro reform) trequently preach» 
their own apprehenſions.. concerning the Government of the 
Church, and the right exerciſe of Religion, nor only in things 
”_—_ and agreed on, but even in things which they them- 
elves have latcly queſtioned, and drawn in doubr, whether they 
be righr or no. By which means, private preſumption, inſolcnce,, 
ſelf- conc:ipr, diſdain, uncharitablenefſe, and diſobedience (fins 
moſt incompatible with true Religion) are grown ſogreat and 
generall, as chat they are become like an. Epidemick contagion, 
ering all menin a maze, wharſhall be the end and conſequence: 
of chem, Of which when we cannot have a greater admonition, 
then whererhe Spirit of God ſers forth the laſt and perilous times 
of rhe Church, Iris not amifſe z0 ſumme up into ode entire view,, 
what ir is, . thatthe Holy Ghoſt doth there admoniſh us of. . 

Our Saviour himſelf firſt warnes the Church , w beware of 
falſe propbets, that come (faith he ) in fheeps cloatbing, but inwardly 
arg ravening Wooluer, Whom that we may know he gives a rule, 
Te ſball know them by their fruits,and/in another place þy their works : 
Whe: e we muſt nore,thefruits and works, are tobe taken, as they, 
are in themſelves, and as they arenaturally raken notice of in: all 
mens underſtandings. otherwiſe we make our Saviour teach, - 
ignotrem per ignotius, It is true, that in-every fruit and work rhar is 
good init (elf, if anevill circumſtance, or way,or end, accompany 
ir, the fruit that was good in it ſelf, may by way, or end, be made 

- evill, as it mercy, charity, zeal, &c, be ſhewed for oftentarion, 
or.tor a cloak. of pretence, &c. Bur in eyill fruits, and works, ic 
is other wiſe, for no end, or circumſtance whatſocyer, can wks: 

that 
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that work good, that is cvill in an as diſobedience, ſedirion, 


treaſon, &e, For God baving noneed of « wicked men, and fotbid» 


dingus, Thow ſhakt not doevil, that good may come thereon, he takes 


from evill works all the help that their good end, or circumſtances 


may do them. When therefore we finde a deed, that in ir (elf is 
evil], we mult not make that good, for the good end, or good in- 
rent of the doer z bur contrarily, we mult make him a miſdoer, 
notwithſtanding the goed end and intent of the ation, Our Sa- 
viour further reveals, That many ſhall come in bis name, and ſhal 
deceive many; the manner of whoſe coming, he intimates to be by 


. way of ſecret infinuation here in the Chamber, or by way of fepe- 


ration there in the Wilderneſſe, 
Inthe AG of the Apoſtles, Saint Paul gives warning of the ag.,9.z» 
like falſe Teachers, and tells the Paſtours of rhe Church, Of your 
own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, preaching perverſe things, to draw away 
Diſciples after them, In the ſecond of the Theſſalonians, he fore« ; Theſfal 
tells ot a falling away, and of- the revealing of the man of ſinne that 2.3. 
exalieth bimſelf above all that is called God, or worſbipped ; whoſe 
coming he ſhews robe after rhe working of Satan, with all power, 
and ſigner, and lying wonders, and with all deceiveableneſſi of ut= 
rigbteouſneſſe. Again in the firſt of Timotby, he foretells a depar- x Tim 3 2 
ting of ſome from the faith, giving beed to ſeducing ſpirits, and that 
ſpeak lies in bypocrifie, forbidding marriage, and meats, In the e- 
condof Timetby, he declares that in the laſt dayes, perilous times Tim 3.2, 
ſhall come, the perilouſtefſe of which he ſhews to be in this, T hat 
__ be lovers of themſelves, courtoms, boaſters, proud, truce= 
breakers, falſe-accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpiſers of the geod, trai« 
terows, heady, bigh minded, Ec, baving a form of gedlineſſe, but de= 
nying dbe power thereof, &1c, Of which ſors are 1hey that creep into 
beuſes, and lead captive filly women, laden with divers Infts, ever 
learning, and never able to come tothe knowledge of the truth, And 
laſtly, That the time world come, when they would nat endure ſound 
DoGrine, but after their own luſts, beap to themſelves Teachers. | | 
Saint Peter forewarneth alſo of talſe Teachers, ſhewing that * **7®» 
they ſhould privily bring in damnable berefier, even denying the Lord 
that bought them ; and an eſpeciall ———— of whom, he maketh 
, 3 in 
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in this, that they de{þ;/e Government, are preſumpinons, ſelf wilted: 
and mot Fark roy ws 4.11 dignities, PEE 

Saint Jobn tells us, Thar as we bave beard that Antichriſt 
ſpall come, even now there are many Anticbriſts, And them he de. 
ciphers by rheir incontormity, and difob:dience, T bey went out 
from ws ((aich he) but arenot of ws, for if they badbeen of ws, they 
would bave continned with us, 

Laitly, Saiart 1zde in his generall Epiſtle, warneth the univers 
fall Church of men of like fingularicies, noted by this, that tbey 
creep in unawares, that they deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evill of dige 
ities, that they ſpeak evill of thoſe things they underſtand not, that - 
dbey go the wayes of Cain, and runne greedily after the erreur of Balam 
for reward, and periſh in the gainſaying of Core, (as much as to ſay, 
men of unbrotherlike affe&ions, ſeckers of their own gain, and 
diſobedienr to their -Superiours ;) furcher, that they are murnu- 
rer'y Complainers, walking after their own luſts, ſpeaking ſwelling 
words, baving mens perſons im admiration for advantage ; And laſt- 
I, That they be they that ſiperate themſelves, 

What have we in this, bur an entire deſcription of the whole - 
praRtice of the ſpiric of errour, and of adverſation co Chriftianicy, 
which the Scripture calleth Aneicbriſts, By which, finne (that 
through che light of the Goſp-l was ſubdued, and _—_ of his 
ficſt and naturall Empire, confiting in the viciouſneſk of corrupe 
nature) turning himſelf unro his Artes, like the divell into an 
Angel of light, does now with refined and myſterious falſities, 
(ſuch asreſemble Piery, andtrue Religion) renew his onſers in a 
warlart of a moredangerous conſequence ; {> various and (in ap= 
parance,) {o contrary often to finne, as purs the ſtrongeſt Chriſti- 
an co the uſe of all his 4rmoer of righteonſueſſe, a well on the right 
band, «ron tbe left,to be able to withſtand him. 

This Antichriſtianiſine is here repreſented to us in a twofold 
form, The firſt an Empire of myſterious ſinne ; A b-dyof mem- 
bers well united rogerher under one head, or Soveraigne, fer forch 
one while by the names of rhe Jan of ſine, The ſonne of perdition,. 
The wicked one 3. Another while by the name of Babylon tbe great, 
Zibe nather of formicatious, The great whore, x72. The CN 


(19) 
of which Empite is in fach CharaRers, as mharveilouſly ſureth wich 


the Roman Papacy. ; 
The other few of myſterious wickednefſeis, of a quite con- 


trary nature. A looſe Anarchy of ſingulars, of men by themſelves, 


not united rogerher in one by any common Bond of true Commu- 


nion ; bur (like quickſands cait together, by the working of the 
Sea, andfrom timero time fbitted and changed' with it) 4o they, 
as judgements, private ends, or aff<&ions do concur, are broughe 
accidentally ro a concurrence among chemſelves, but without any 
ground, or ſollid principle of anicing. For though they ſeemto 
pur on the Yoak of Gbriſt, yer every one keeps the Bonds of the 
yoak in his own hands, and is the Soveraign Arbiter of his own 
obedience. Notwithſtanding which contrariecy of theirs ro che 
Roman Church (who abuſes obedience as theſe do liberty) rhey 
areno other then derivatives of the ſame ſpirir of errour, begor 
by way of oppetitagy on her that is the mother of fornic ations, Who- 
baving againſt che manif-ſt Word of God uſurped a ryrannicall 
foveraignty both over Gods Wordshis Church,and all the Princes 
of his Church, and being bearen from ir, the divell inſtead of quite 
ting the rule, char he held by her Monarchall tyranny, changesonly 
his vicegerent,and continues the ſame uſarpation ia a popular,and 
Anarchall way; that is, by the hands of every particular man, or 
number of men, who (abuſing the example of reje&ion of her 
uſurped authority) ſhall invade and rejett all authority how law- 
fully ſever eſtabliſhed in the Charch. Both areoppoſers of Chrifts 
Doctrine, both uſurpers of the authority of his Church ; bork 
hiding their uſurpuion-under a form of godlinefſe; they differ 
bur in this, Men in the one, partakeonly of the iniquity by influ- 
encefrom the herd; bur in the other, every diſtin membe., is 
the originall Author of ir te bimſelf. 

Wefinding then ſuchan alarme in the Scripture blown againſt 
perverſe, and ſelf-led profeſſors of Religion, ſer forth unto us by 


ſuch Charafters, as Wolves, Fol: wers of Cain, Balaam, and Corah, x per. x1 ” 
enrſed children and the like;Notwichſtanding that they have ſheeps Ep, lude 
cloatbing, forms of godlineſſe, and fained words to cover them, Ir 11. 


remains, that we ſtrikly examine what fruits, or works, have 
paſſed our hands, which in thzir common and naturall accepration- 
E. 3, are. 
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 areevill, though bronghr beth or goodends; endedes wet 
relinquiſh them, that we rake heed of wayes of fingulariry, < 
lead ro falſe accuſation, trayteronſaeſſe, beatyneſſe. bigb=mindedne (16 
.and denying of the power of godlineſſe; That we take heed of the do; 
Qrines of thoſe that draw diſciples after them y That creep imto bows 
ſes, That go ont fromthe fellowſhip of the Avoftles , and comtinge 
vitb them, Thar follow the wayes of Cains uncharitableneſle, of Ba, 
laams prepheſying for Jucre, or of Corabs diſobedience; That 
take heed of thoſe that deſpiſe Government , Are preſumptuons, ſelf. 
willed, not afraid to ſpeak evill of dignities , that deſpiſe dominion, 
bave mens per ſous in admiration becauſe of advantage, That be 
themſelves Teachers, That ſeparate themſelves, And laſtly , Tha 
while we juſtly hate Popery , wedanot in any thing partake of 
that ſinne of the Popes which made him that harefull Apoſtate, 
and myfticall enemy of the Church, namely, That we do not, by 
aſſuming into a wrong hand any. power or anthority which Goe 
hath by his Word commirted-ro the Body of che Paftors of his 
Charch onely, rob him of bis rightfull Juriſdi&ion, as they thae 
have invaded his Tythes and Offerings , robbed bims of his rightfull 
Pofleffions. 
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